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PARENTAL LIABILITIES AND PARTICIPATION IN JUVENILE 

JUSTICE  SYSTEM: PERSPECTIVES FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM 

*DR. PRIYANKA 

     Abstract 

 Many correlates of juvenile criminal behaviour have been demonstrated by 

criminological studies. Across the researches, the family has been identified as a critical 

component in the occurrence or absence of juvenile crime. Different researches on youth 

offenders have proved that there is a direct correlation between ineffective parenting and 

juvenile offending. The key family-based contributions to the formation of criminal tendencies 

are the parenting and child-rearing practices. Poor parent-child connections, ineffective 

supervision, family conflict, inappropriate child-rearing and a lack of interest in children's 

behavior or education are all causes of troublesome conduct and potential delinquent 

involvement of the child. On the other hand, strong family bonds, parental involvement, and 

interactions with children can protect youngsters from the formation of anti-social and criminal 

behaviours. Proficient parents demonstrate a great deal of compassion and support, monitor 

their children's behavior, and do prompt corrections when transgression occurs. Responsibility 

of parents and parental monitoring of children is essential as a preventative tool against juvenile 

delinquency. 

 According to United Nations Guidelines on Juvenile Delinquency 1990 (Riyadh 

Guidelines), parents and family can also contribute in prevention of juvenile delinquency as it is 

thought that by engaging in lawful, socially useful activities and adopting a humanistic 

orientation towards society and outlook on life, young persons can develop non-criminogenic 

attitudes. Different laws in the United Kingdom (UK) supports the legal presumption that 

parents of children who commit crimes have not accepted responsibility for their acts and allows 

courts to issue orders and monetary fines compelling them to do so. In the UK, a court may 

instruct a parent to raise and govern their child appropriately. A parent could be fined if the  
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conditions of the above sort are not followed. While the Indian legal system has yet to adopt the 

Western approach of holding parents legally responsible for their children's well-being, their 

actions, deliquesces and active participation in the juvenile justice system. 

Keywords: Parental Liabilities, Responsible Parenting, Parenting Jurisprudence, Juvenile 

Justice.   

      

Introduction 

 Penalizing parents for the offences of their children is not a new trend in the United 

Kingdom (UK). Enforcing parental responsibility for juvenile offences has been a major trait of 

youth crime control since the 19th century. Under the Youthful Offenders Act 1854 and the 

Reformatory Schools Act 1884 minors could be sent to reformatory school for up to two years 

and their parents could be ordered to pay for their upkeep. The purpose of maintenance was to 

uphold parental responsibility. Under the Industrial Schools Act 1857, children found begging 

or who had no visible means of subsistence were deemed to be beyond parental control and 

could be sent to an industrial school indefinitely.1 Hereunder, given a list of some laws that 

penalize the parents for the actions of their children: 

 The Criminal Justice Act of 1991 established the first law in England and Wales that held 

parents legally accountable for their children's behaviour rather than just financially liable them. 

The establishment of the parental "bind over" was the most important change brought about by 

this Act. A parent could be ordered by the court to take proper care and exercise proper control 

over the child. If the terms of the above sort are not followed, a £1000 fine could be imposed on 

the parent.2 That was the very first instance where parents have received a fine for failing to 

discipline their children. A parent can also be required to appear in court with their children, who 

are between the ages of 10 and 16 and are charged with a crime.3   

                                                           
1 Raymond Arthur, “Punishing Parents for the Crimes of their Children” 44 (3) The Howard Journal 23-353 (2005). 
2 The United Kingdom Criminal Justice Act, 1991, s. 58 repealed by Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act, 

2000 c. 6, s. 165 
3 The United Kingdom Criminal Justice Act, 1991, s. 56. 
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 The Crime and Disorder Act of 1998 expanded on this idea of parental liability by 

introducing the "parenting order,"4 which gives the court the power to order the parent of every 

juvenile offender found guilty of attending parenting classes and, if necessary, to control the 

juvenile's behaviour in the future in a particular way. The parenting programmes cover topics 

like parenting experiences, communication and conflict resolution skills, parenting style, and the 

significance of consistency, praise, and rewards. They may also have a residential component. 

The parenting order effectively mandates that a parent participate in counseling or guiding 

sessions once per week for a maximum of twelve weeks.5 

 The Anti-social Behavior Act of 2003 upholds the legal presumption that parents of 

children who commit crimes have not taken responsibility for their actions and can be forced to 

do so through the issuance of court orders and monetary fines.6 Youth offending teams and local 

education authorities can request for parenting orders from the courts.7 Parents of offenders 

between the ages of 10 and 16 may get penalty notices under Section 87 of the Act. The Anti-

social Behavior Act 2003 is described by the government authorities as a necessary tool in 

underlining the responsibility of parents to teach their children the difference between right and 

wrong.8 

 In the context of India, the criminal liability of parents was introduced in Indian legal 

system through Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Act 2019. The parents can be held liable for 

offences committed by minor under the Motor Vehicle Act 1988. Section 199A of the Act reads 

as below: 

(1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, the guardian of such 

juvenile or the owner of the motor vehicle shall be deemed to be guilty of the 

contravention and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly: 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall render such guardian or owner liable to any 

punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the offence was committed without his 

                                                           
4 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 8 
5 Ibid  
6 Barry Goldson and Janet Jamieson, “Youth Crime, the ‘Parenting Deficit’ and State Intervention: A Contextual 

Critique” 2; 82  Youth Justice 284 (2002) 
7 See s. 26 of The United Kingdom Anti-Social Behavior Act, 2003 
8 Raymond Arthur, “Punishing Parents for the Crimes of their Children” 44 no. 3 The Howard Journal 233-253 

(2005) 
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knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such 

offence. 

Explanation- For the purposes of this section, the Court shall presume that the use of the 

motor vehicle by the juvenile was with the consent of the guardian of such juvenile or the 

owner of the motor vehicle, as the case may be. 

(2) In addition to the penalty under sub-section (1), such guardian or owner shall be 

punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and with a fine 

of twenty-five thousand rupees. 

(3) The provisions of sub-section (1) and sub-section (2) shall not apply to such guardian or 

owner if the juvenile committing the offence has been granted a learner’s licence under 

section 8 or a driving licence and was operation a motor vehicle which such juvenile was 

licensed to operate. 

(4) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, the registration of the 

motor vehicle used in the commission of the offence shall be cancelled for a period of 

twelve months. 

 

 Apart from above stated matters parents also may be required to participate in youth 

justice system, especially in cases of juvenile delinquency. According to Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection of Children) Act 2015, where a child alleged to be in conflict with law is 

apprehended, the officer designated as Child Welfare Police Officer of the police station, or the 

special juvenile police unit to which such child is brought, shall, as soon as possible after 

apprehending the child, inform the parent or guardian of such child, if they can be found, and 

direct them to be present at the Board before which the child is produced; and the probation 

officer, or if no probation officer is available, a Child Welfare Officer, for preparation and 

submission within two weeks to the Board, a social investigation report containing information 

regarding the antecedents and family background of the child and other material circumstances 

likely to be of assistance to the Board for making the inquiry.9 

                                                           
9 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protectionof Children) Act, 2015, s. 13 



DOON JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH                                             ISSN-2583-2581 

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 3, JULY-SEPTEMBER 2026 

1082 | P a g e  
 

 Parents can also be required to pay fines and execute bonds in certain cases under 

Juvenile Justice Act. Section 18 of the act states that where a Board  is satisfied on inquiry that 

a child irrespective of age has committed a petty offense, or a serious offence, or a child below 

the age of sixteen years has committed a heinous offense, then, notwithstanding anything 

contrary contained in any other law for the time being in force, and based on the nature of 

offence, specific need for supervision or intervention, circumstances as brought out in the social 

investigation report and past conduct of the child, the Board may, if It so thinks fit,- 

a) allow the child is o go home after advice or admonition by following appropriate inquiry 

and counseling to such child and to his parents or the guardian; 

b) direct the child to participate in group counseling and similar activities; 

c) order the child to perform community service under the supervision of an organization or 

institution, or a specified person, persons or group of persons identified by the Board: 

d) order the child or parents or the guardian of the child lo pay fine: 

Provided that, in case the child is working, it may be ensured that the provisions of any labour 

law for the time being in force are not violated; 

e) direct the child to be released on probation of good conduct and placed under the care of 

any parent, guardian or fit person, on such parent, guardian or fit person executing a 

bond, with or without surety, as the Board may require, for the good behaviour and 

child's well-being for any period not exceeding three years. 

Discussed hereunder are the provisions of Juvenile justice laws of the UK which can be followed 

by the Indian Juvenile justice system. 

1. Parental liability for doli incapax 

 The age of criminal liability in England and Wales10 and Northern Ireland11 is 10 years 

old. The Children under 10 who break the law are treated differently to adults or youth under 18 

who commit a criminal offence. They cannot be charged with committing a criminal offence. 

                                                           
10 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, see also Children and Young Persons Act, 1933, s. 50. 
11 Northern Ireland order 1998. The age of criminal responsibility in Scotland is 12 years old; see Age of Criminal 

Responsibility (Scotland) Act, 2019. 
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However, Children under 10 who break the law regularly can sometimes be taken into care, or 

their parents could be held responsible.12 They can also be given a: 

• Local Child Curfew 

• Child safety Order  

 

A. Local Child Curfew 

The Government originally instituted child curfews in the Crime and Disorder Act 1998,13 

which was then expanded by the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003. Children can be prevented to 

be in a public space between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. unless they are accompanied by an adult, 

according to the police or local council. This is known as a Local Child Curfew, and it may be 

implemented for up to 90 days. A child may receive a Child Safety Order if they violate their 

curfew.14 

B. Child Safety Order 

 A child who has committed an offence or violated a local child curfew can be placed in 

supervision of youth offending team15 in order to protect them and prevent them from 

committing the crime again.16 It's known as a Child Safety Order.17 The average duration of the 

order is up to 3 months, but it occasionally can continue up to 12 months.18 The court may decide 

whether to place a child into care if they don't follow the terms of an order.19 

2. Parental liability for doli capax 

 The expansion of laws that penalize parents for their children's criminal conduct reflects 

the legal acceptance of parental involvement in youth offending since it is believed that poor 

                                                           
12 Children and the law, age of criminal responsibility, available at Children and the law | NSPCC Learning accessed 

on October 21, 2025 
13 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 14. 
14 Young people and the law available at What happens if your child gets in trouble with the police - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) Accessed on October 21, 2025 
15 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 39 
16 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 37 
17 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 11-13. 
18 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 11(4. 
19 Family and Parenting institute, “Is it legal? A parents’ guide to the law”, (FPI, London, 2011, 4 th edition). 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/children-the-law#skip-to-content
https://www.gov.uk/if-my-child-gets-in-trouble-with-police
https://www.gov.uk/if-my-child-gets-in-trouble-with-police
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parenting contributes to adolescent crime. In its white paper titled "Respect and 

Responsibility,"20 the United Kingdom Home Office (2003) presented the family and family life 

as both the cause and the cure of juvenile offending. Accordingly, different laws of United 

Kingdom, parents can be held accountable for offences of their children21 if they fail to take 

reasonable measures to rein in their child's behaviour or if their child regularly gets into problem. 

Parents may be required to participate in a parenting programme, sign a parenting contract, or get 

a court-issued parenting order.22 

A. Parenting Programmes 

 Parenting programmes are ran by the local youth offending teams and other youth justice 

organizations or charities. Each programme will be different depending on parent’s 

circumstances and what is best for the child.23 It attempts to assist the parents in keeping the 

child from engaging in criminal activity or antisocial behaviour, encouraging them to go to 

school each day, and addressing behaviour problems at school if they have been expelled. 

Parents are usually required to participate in an parenting programme up to three-months. 

Parenting programs offer support and assistance as well as teach the parents how to deal with the 

child's behaviour more skillfully. Programmes can give parents a greater understanding of child 

development, develop parents’ confidence in their role and support both parents to become 

actively involved in a child’s upbringing.24 

B. Parenting Contract  

 This is a voluntary agreement that the child, their parents, and a member of the local 

Youth Offending Team (YOT) must sign.25 Parents acknowledge their responsibility for helping 

their children avoid crime. A contract is made up of two parts: (a) a declaration from the parents 

                                                           
20 The United Kingdom Home Office, Respect and Responsibility: Taking a stand against anti-social beahaviour 

(2003) Cm 5778.  
21 Children and the law, age of criminal responsibility, available at Children and the law | NSPCC Learning accessed 

on October 21, 2025 
22  Young people and the law available at What happens if your child gets in trouble with the police - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) Accessed on October 21, 2025  
23 Ibid  
24 UK govt press release ‘Helping Parents to Parent’ available at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/helping-

parents-to-parent accessed on 28 October 2025 
25 The United Kingdom Anti-Social Behaviour Act, 2003, s. 19 and s. 25 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/children-the-law#skip-to-content
https://www.gov.uk/if-my-child-gets-in-trouble-with-police
https://www.gov.uk/if-my-child-gets-in-trouble-with-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/helping-parents-to-parent
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/helping-parents-to-parent
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or guardians that they agree to follow the terms of the agreement for a specified period of time; 

and (b) a declaration from the YOT that it would support the parents or guardians in their efforts 

to follow the contract. If parents refuse to sign it, a Parenting Order may be issued.26 

 A local authority may enter into a parenting contract with a parent of a child or young 

person if: (a) the local authority has reason to believe that the child or young person has engaged, 

or is likely to engage, in anti-social behaviour, and (b) the child or young person resides, or 

appears to reside, in the local authority's area.27 

C. Parenting Orders 

 A parenting order means28 that a parent must attend parenting guidance or counseling 

sessions29 for up to three months and exercise control of their child,30 for example ensure they 

attend school.31 Parenting orders have been extended to parents whose children are viewed as at 

risk of offending, even if they have not yet committed an offence. It can last up to 12 months and 

breach of one is a criminal offence and can result in a fine of up to $1000 and/or community 

service.32 

 Parenting orders can be imposed where: 

• A child safety or an anti-social behavior order has been made 

• A final warning has been issued 

• A child has already committed an offence 

• A parent has been taken to court for failing to make sure their child attends school  

• A child has been excluded from school for serious misbehavior 

• A parent has refused to enter into a parenting contract or breached their parenting 

contract. 

                                                           
26 Government of United Kingdom, Ministry of Justice/Department for Children, Schools and Families “Parenting 

Contract and Order Guidance” (Youth Justice Board February 2004, Revised October 2007)  
27 The United Kingdom Anti-Social Behaviour Act, 2003, s. 25a 
28 The United Kingdom Sentencing Act, 2020, s. 365 
29 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s.8(7A) 
30 The United Kingdom Crime and Disorder Act, 1998, s. 8(1) 
31 The United Kingdom Education Act, 1996, s. 444 
32 Family and Parenting institute, “Is it legal? A parents’ guide to the law”, (FPI, London, 2011, 4 th edition). 
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 A local education authority may apply for a parenting order where a pupil has been 

excluded from school, either permanently or for a second fixed period within the last twelve 

months, or, where a pupil has engaged in behavior that would have warranted exclusion although 

the school has decided not to.33 

D. Parental Binding-Over Orders:  

 The parental "bind-over" provision, which enabled the court to "bind over" a parent to 

take control of an offending child, was first introduced by the Criminal Justice Act 199134 and 

further expanded by the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 to include parents' 

responsibilitys for seeing to it that their children follow the terms of a community sentence. A 

£1,000 fine is assessed for violating the bind-over conditions. Currently, the parental binding-

over orders are governed by the Sentencing Act 2020.35 The act provides that where a child aged 

below 18 is convicted of an offence, the Court may order a parent or guardian to take proper care 

of the offender and exercise proper control over the offender. The consent of parent and guardian 

is must but if they refuse and court found the refusal unreasonable then a fine not exceeding 

£1,000 can be imposed by the Court.36 

 If the offender is aged under 16, the Court must be satisfied that bind over is required to 

prevent further offending and the court must explain the reasons in open Court if the order is not 

made.37 If the Court makes a youth rehabilitation order, the parent or guardian may be bound 

over to ensure that the offender complies with the requirements of that order.38 The period shall 

not exceed 3 years or until youth reaches 18 years of age, whichever is shorter39 and the amount 

of recognizance shall not exceed £1.40 

E. Financial Penalties on Parents for the Offence of Children 

                                                           
33 Ibid  
34 The United Kingdom Criminal Justice Act, 1991, s. 58 repealed by Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act, 

2000 which is then repealed by Sentencing Act, 2020 
35 The United Kingdom Sentencing Act, 2020, s. 376 
36  The United Kingdom Sentencing Act, 2020, s. 376(1),(2) 
37 Ibid, s.376 (4) 
38 Ibid, s. 376(6) 
39 Ibid, s. 376(7) 
40 Ibid, s. 376(8) 
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  The Children and Young Persons Act 1933 was the first law to provide the courts the 

authority to order parents of juvenile offenders to pay their fines.41 This was expanded by the 

Criminal Justice Act 1982 to provide courts the authority to force parents to pay a juvenile 

offender's penalties or compensation. Parents of offenders between the ages of 10 and 16 may 

get Fixed Penalty Notices under Section 87(3) of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act of 2003, while 

Section 144 of the Serious Organized Crime and Police Act of 2005 created Parental 

Compensation Orders.42 Under the Sentencing Act 2020, orders can be made for parent or 

guardian to pay any fine, cost, compensation or surcharge which is due on youth offender. 43   

  3. General aptitude and legal approach towards family and children 

 An examination of the qualitative data in this study reveals that the overall legal approach 

and common aptitude of India and the examined countries in terms of family connections, 

parent-child relationships, and child rights within the family are significantly different. 

Parenthood is not considered a legal issue in India. The protection of children's rights, welfare, 

health, and development is primarily the responsibility of the state in the Indian legal system. 

Parents play a very minor part in their children's safety, and they are not legally responsible for 

the child's general well-being. There are no specific legal requirements or legislation that govern 

the child-parent relationship or establish specific parental obligations and responsibilities. Adult 

offspring in India, on the other hand, have filial obligation and are legally bound under the 

Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act 2007 to provide for their 

parents' basic necessities and care for their parents. Parental responsibility for minor children has 

yet to be codified in the Indian legal system, as state engagement in family affairs in India is 

quite limited. In India, family and personal laws address custody and guardianship issues, but not 

the responsibilities of parents or guardians. The Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act of 

1956, for example, specifies guardians' powers44 but, nowhere in the Act duties or liabilities of 

the guardians are provided. 

                                                           
41 Section 55 has been repealed by Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act, 2000  
42 Raymond Arthur, “Punishing Parents for the Crimes of their Children” 44 no. 3 The Howard Journal  233-253 

(2005) 
43 The United Kingdom Sentencing Act, 2020, ss. 380-382 
44 The Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956, ss. 8, 9 
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 In general, the structure for child welfare in the United Kingdom is straightforward. The 

prevalent idea is that children's upbringing is mostly the responsibility of their parents or 

guardians. In turn, the state plays three roles. For starters, it establishes the legal framework for 

parental rights and responsibilities. Second, it provides assistance to families in areas such as 

health care, education, housing, and monetary benefits, either uniformly or selectively, based on 

deprivation or special needs criteria. Third, the state has evolved powers and duties to intervene 

in families when there are concerns about child welfare, and our concentration is primarily on 

this role. This structure, however, conceals a considerable deal of intricacy. There is debate in 

the political and ideological arena over the form and level of service provided to families, as well 

as whether the state should have greater or lesser intervention powers in its protective role. The 

major conflict is arguably between the ideas of "child rescue" and "family support." The former 

places a higher emphasis on the child's uniqueness, sensitivity to abuse, and the acceptability of 

removal from the family in such circumstances. The latter emphasises family unity and caring 

qualities, with child wellbeing to be secured primarily through improved parental support.45  

 The State is a complex apparatus, with distinct branches of government (including the 

UK's devolved institutions) and divisions of responsibility between departments. Additionally, 

services are provided by local governments, for-profit businesses, and non profit groups. It 

should come as no surprise that this complexity, coupled with periodic reorganisations, leads to 

inconsistencies and contradictions in policy and practise, as well as a constant search for efficient 

coordination. While everything is going on, front-line employees must make challenging and far-

reaching choices about how to raise children, how effective their parenting is, and how to deal 

with hazards to their safety and development.46 

 As previously stated, the seemingly simple structure for connections between the state 

and the family conceals significant complexities. This reflects both political ideology and 

changing economic and social situations at the level of government policy. The UK's New 

Labour government has defined the family as being "at the heart of our society" because it 

provides love, support, education, and moral guidance, fostering economic prosperity while 

alleviating a variety of social ills associated with social exclusion and deviant behaviour. 

                                                           
45 Derek Kirton, Child Social work Policy and Practice 2 (University of Kent, Canterbury, UK, 2006) 
46 Ibid, 
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However, in an era of rapid social change, the family has become increasingly fragile as a result 

of economic constraints, divorce, and, for many, the effects of poverty, crime, and drug misuse.47 

 The common law changed from treating children like chattel to putting a premium on 

safeguarding their best interests, but it is still developing when it comes to recognising kids as 

subjects with rights under family law. With only provincial/territorial child protection laws 

permitting children over 12 years to participate or be parties, there is a propensity to desire to 

keep kids out of the process. Even then, engagement is not always automatic and primarily 

depends on an adult informing the child and assisting in making involvement possible.48  

4. Institutional structure 

 Each of the UK's four countries-England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales-has a 

child protection system and laws that are designed to shield children from abuse and neglect by 

their parents or other adults. Every country has a framework of laws, guidelines, and practises for 

identifying kids who are at danger of harm, acting to keep those kids safe, and stopping further 

abuse. The laws and policies governing social welfare, health care, and education are the sole 

responsibility of each UK nation. Most aspects of kid safety and protection are covered by this. 

Laws are passed to regulate behaviour that could endanger children or to compel action to 

safeguard them. What businesses should do to contribute to the safety of children is outlined in 

guidance. Although the child protection systems are different in each nation, they are all based 

on similar principles.49 

 In England, the Department for Education is in charge of protecting children. It outlines 

how the child protection system should operate in terms of policy, legislation, and statutory 

advice. At the local level, child protection policy, procedure, and guidance are the responsibility 

of local safeguarding partners. Three statutory safeguarding partners—the local authority, the 

integrated care board, and the police—lead the local safeguarding arrangements. In Northern 

Ireland, child protection is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Executive through the 

                                                           
47 Ibid, p. 5  
48 Ibid  
49 See child protection system in England, available at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in 
accessed on 23 March 2026 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in
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Department of Health (DOH). They specify how the child protection system ought to operate 

through policy, legislation, and statutory guidance. The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland 

(SBNI) coordinates efforts to safeguard and advance the welfare of children and assures their 

efficacy. The board is made up of delegates from the NSPCC, district councils, police, probation 

board, youth justice system, and health and social services. The SBNI is in charge of creating 

policies and processes to enhance how various agencies collaborate.50 

 The primary statutory guidance for anyone dealing with children in England was updated 

by the Department for Education and released in July 2018. It outlines how groups and 

individuals should collaborate as well as how practitioners should evaluate kids. The most recent 

advice updates the model that was released in 2015. This emphasises the significance of offering 

early assistance to advance children's welfare and states: everyone who works with children has a 

responsibility for keeping them safe; everyone who interacts with children and families has a role 

to play in sharing information and identifying concerns; local organisations and agencies should 

collaborate to identify children and families who would benefit from early assistance, conduct an 

assessment, and offer targeted early assistance.51 The main features of this guidance are: 

• three safeguarding partners: chief officers of police, integrated care boards (ICBs) and 

local authorities replace local safeguarding children boards (LSCBs), working together 

with relevant agencies to protect the welfare of children in their area.52 

• child death review partners are required to make provisions to review child deaths, 

replacing the previous requirement on LSCBs.53 

• responsibility for overseeing lessons learned from serious child safeguarding incidents 

lies with the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel at a national level, and with the 

safeguarding partners at a local level.54 

                                                           
50See  https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system accessed on 23 March 2026 
51 See HM Government, “Working Together to Safeguard Children Statutory framework: legislation relevant to 
safeguard and promoting the welfare of children”  (July 2018) 
52 Ibid, chapter 3 
53 Ibid, chapter 5, s. 6 
54 Ibid, chapter 4, s. 5 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system
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• early years providers are required to have policies and procedures to safeguard children 

in place. This relates to children from birth up to 1st September following the date on 

which they turn 5-years-old.55 

• integrated care boards should employ or contract the expertise of designated health 

professionals for safeguarding children. 

• children's homes must follow the Guide to the Children's Homes Regulations, including 

the quality standards. 

• Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA), including governing bodies of 

maintained schools, police, prison and probation services, should work closely with other 

relevant agencies to manage the risks posed by violent and sexual offenders within the 

community.56 

 In addition, the Children Act 2004 places a statutory duty on certain agencies to co-

operate to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.57 This includes: 

• Local authorities 

• NHS services and trusts 

• Police 

• Probation services and young offenders institutions.58 

 In the UK, an English local authority must improve the well-being of young children in 

their area and reduce inequalities between young children in their area.59 The authority must 

establish plans to guarantee that early childhood services in their area are provided in an 

integrated way that is designed to enhance the benefits of such services for parents, potential 

parents, and young children while also making access to them easier. The authority must take 

action to find parents or potential parents in its jurisdiction that would otherwise be unlikely to 

utilise early childhood services that could benefit them and their young children and to persuade 

those parents or potential parents to do so. An English local authority must take all reasonable 

                                                           
55 Ibid, chapter 2, s. 14 
56 See HM Government, “Working Together to Safeguard Children Statutory framework: legislation relevant to 
safeguard and promoting the welfare of children”  (July 2018) 
57 The United Kingdom Children Act, 2004, s. 11 
58 Ibid  
59 The United Kingdome Childcare Act, 2006, s. 1 
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measures to encourage and facilitate the participation of local parents and prospective parents, 

early years providers, including those in the private and voluntary sectors, and other people 

engaged in activities that may enhance the wellbeing of young children in their area in the 

creation and implementation of the arrangements required by this section.  An English local 

authority is required to consider any information concerning young children's opinions that is 

accessible to them and that they believe to be pertinent to carrying out their duty. An English 

local authority must guarantee that the availability of childcare is adequate to meet the needs of 

parents in their local area who need childcare to enable them to begin or continue working, or to 

engage in education or training that could reasonably be expected to help them find employment. 

The needs of parents in the area must be taken into consideration by the local authorities when 

deciding whether the day-care is sufficient to meet their criteria.60 

 In Northern Ireland, it is an offence not to report a 'relevant offence' to the police. This 

includes offences against children. The Scottish Government is responsible for child protection 

in Scotland. It sets out policy, legislation and statutory guidance on how the child protection 

system should work.61 Multi-agency child protection policy, process, guidance, and practise are 

handled by Child Protection Committees (CPCs). To protect children, CPCs within each local 

authority collaborate with neighbourhood organisations like the police, health services, and 

children's social work. A Children's Services Plan must be jointly created by each local authority 

and the appropriate health board every three years. This relates to services that benefit or have a 

substantial impact on children and young people's wellbeing. On planning for children's services, 

the Scottish Government has published statutory guidance. "Getting It Right For Every Child" 

(GIRFEC) is the national strategy used in Scotland to improve outcomes for children and young 

people. This gives professionals who work with children and their families a framework to offer 

the appropriate help at the appropriate time. The National Guidance for Child Protection in 

Scotland is the most important piece of advice for anyone working with children in Scotland.62  

5. Procedural foundations 

                                                           
60 Ibid, ss. 6-13 
61 Criminal Law Act (Northern Ireland), 1967, s. 5 
62 See Scottish Government, “National guidance for child  protection in Scotland 2021” (Minister for Children and 
Young People, last updated February 2022) 
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 In the UK, the local authority may be able to offer support under section 17 of the 

Children Act 1989 if a child has complex needs. When there are concerns about child safety, the 

local authority is required by section 47 of the Children Act 1989 to conduct an investigation and 

determine what, if any, action is necessary. The Children's Services Co-operation Act (Northern 

Ireland) 2015 mandates that public agencies work together to improve the physical and mental 

health, play and leisure enjoyment, learning and achievement, and living conditions, rights, and 

economic wellbeing of children and young people. Aside from this, there are many kinds of 

orders, plans, and procedures in place to safeguard the kids from risk, abuse, and harm. Some of 

those are discussed below:63 

A. Child protection conferences 

 If a child is determined to be at significant danger of harm, a child protection conference is held. 

Where there are worries regarding an unborn child, it might also happen. At the case conference 

concerned professionals can exchange information, highlight hazards, and lay out what needs to 

be done to protect the child. Following the plan debate, this must take place in England within 15 

working days. The core group will establish and carry out a child protection plan that 

professionals have created. Family members and experts form a core group.  

B. Child protection plan 

 A child protection plan outlines the steps that must be taken, when they must be taken, 

and by whom (including family members) in order to safeguard the child from harm and advance 

their wellbeing. Regular child protection conferences will assess the plan until the child is no 

longer deemed to be at considerable risk of harm or until they are placed in care. 

C. Care proceedings 

  In some situations, experts may come to the conclusion that the parents or carers are 

unable to give their child safe or suitable care, and the local authority may decide to place the 

                                                           
63 https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.
uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in%2
0child%20lives%20in  accessed on 21 March 2026 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
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child in care. Care proceedings will not start until after intensive efforts to keep the child with 

their family have been made, unless the amount of risk necessitates court intervention right 

away. In a final effort to avoid going to court, the parents will be invited to a pre-procedure 

meeting if the child is still in danger after these efforts.64 

D. Accommodation 

 A child may be taken in to care voluntarily, if needed, in accordance to the Children Act 

1989.65 Children without an appropriate place to reside must be given housing by the local 

authority. This includes children who have no one to watch over them or whose parents are 

temporarily unable to do so because of an illness or other issues. The child's return may be 

demanded at any time, and the parents maintain all of their legal rights.66 

E. Court proceedings  

 The Family Court is often where care proceedings are conducted, though the High Court 

may be used in more complicated instances. The court will ensure that the child has a guardian. 

The role of the guardian is to protect the child's interests. A child can choose their own solicitor 

to represent their interests if they are mature enough. The social worker for the child will develop 

a care plan to assist the court in determining how the child should be cared for. If the courts 

determine that it is essential, they may issue an order granting parental responsibility for a child 

to the local authorities. There are four different care orders are available. 

F. Interim care order  

The court may determine at the initial hearing that an interim care order is necessary to specify 

what should happen to the kid while the case is being handled. This is granted for the first eight 

weeks. In order to determine why the child could be at risk and what can be done to keep them 

safe, the social worker and an officer from the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support 

Service (Cafcass) will work together. 

                                                           
64 Ibid  
65 The United Kingdome Children Act, 1989, s. 20 
66 Ibid  
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 Concurrent planning: Professionals can collaborate with the family to determine if the 

child can return home while the interim care order is in force. Rehabilitation and placement are 

further possibilities that might be investigated. Placements give the child the chance to be 

fostered or adopted, while rehabilitation tries to return the child to the biological family.67 

G. Care order 

 A complete care order will only be issued by the court if it is determined that the child is 

enduring or is likely to endure serious harm and making an order would benefit the child more 

than not doing so. The local authority receives joint parental responsibility with the parents under 

a care order, but the local authority has the discretion to determine how much contact the parents 

should have with their children. 

H. Assessing the risk of harm 

 When the Health and Social Care Trust (HSCT) Gateway Service receives a referral 

about a child, they will first assess if the child is at immediate risk of danger. If the child is not in 

immediate danger, the HSCT Gateway Service should carry out an initial assessment within 10 

working days. They will use all the available information to decide what further action is 

required. If at any point during the initial assessment, there is reason to suspect a child or young 

person is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, a child protection investigation must take 

place. A referral to the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) should also be made.68 

I. Child protection case conferences 

 A child protection case meeting is called by the HSCT if a child is in danger of suffering 

serious damage. The information can then be shared, hazards can be identified, and steps to 

protect the child can be described by relevant professionals. Within 15 working days after the 

start of a child protection inquiry, the first case conference shall be held. At this stage, the Family 

                                                           
67 See Child Protection Measures, available at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.
uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in%2
0child%20lives%20in accessed on 21 March 2026 
68 Ibid  

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
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Intervention Team takes over management of the case. Professionals will add the child to the 

child protection register and create a child protection plan if they determine during the initial 

child protection case conference that the child is at high risk of harm. A child protection plan will 

be created and added to the child protection register if professionals at the initial child protection 

case conference determine that the child is at serious risk of harm. Within three months of a 

child's name being added to the child protection register, a review child protection case 

conference should be held. Review child protection case sessions should continue on a regular 

basis—at least every six months—until the child is no longer deemed to be at serious danger of 

harm or has turned 18 years old.69 

J. Child protection register: 

The child protection registry (CPR) in Northern Ireland is a private list of all local children who 

have been determined to be at serious risk of harm. It enables authorised people to determine 

whether a child they are working with is known to be in danger. A child protection plan, which 

outlines who should take what action when and by when to protect the kid and advance their 

wellbeing, is required if a child is added to the CPR.70 

K. Voluntary accommodation 

 A child may be taken into care voluntarily in accordance of The Children (Northern 

Ireland) Order 1995. If parents agree that their child should be taken into care then a court order 

is not required.71 Children who lack an appropriate place to reside must be accommodated 

through the Health and Social Care Trust (HSCT) Gateway Service. This includes children who 

have no one to watch over them or whose parents are temporarily unable to do so because of an 

illness or other issues. All legal rights and the right to demand the return of a child belong to the 

parent whose child has been voluntarily removed into care.72  

                                                           
69 See Child Protection Measures in UK, available at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.
uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in%2
0child%20lives%20in accessed on 21 March 2026 
70 Ibid  
71 Children (Northern Ireland) Order, 1995, A. 21 
72 Ibid, A. 22  

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england
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L. Case conferences 

 If a child is determined to be at significant risk of harm, a child protection planning 

meeting (CPPM) is held. This makes it possible for all concerned specialists to exchange 

knowledge, spot problems, and explain what needs to be done to safeguard the child. Within 21 

days of the initial referral to the police or children's social services, the initial CPPM must occur. 

Professionals will add a child to the child protection register and create a child protection plan if 

they determine during the initial case conference that the child is at high risk of harm. Every six 

months, or sooner if the child's circumstances change, review CPPMs should be held. The review 

CPPM aims to: 

• assess the level of risk to the child 

• decide whether the child still needs to be on the child protection register 

• agree what ongoing support the child and their family need (even if the child is no longer 

on the child protection register, the family might still need support). 

The CPPM may determine that the child is best protected by legal measures, either to ensure they 

receive the assistance they require or to place the child in care. When that occurs, the matter is 

sent to the Children's Reporter, who will determine if a hearing for children is required before 

any mandatory child protection measures may be taken.73   

M. Family group conference: 

 A family group conference is a meeting about a child or young person that gives the 

attendees the chance to agree on something that affects the child or young person's wellbeing and 

enter into an agreement for the family group conference that outlines the arrangements made for 

the child or young person's wellbeing.74 A family group conference facilitator for a family group 

conference must take all reasonable steps to invite the following people to the conference: 

(a) the director-general; 

                                                           
73 Supra, note 39 
74 Children and Young People Act (ACT), 2008, ss. 74, 75 
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(b) if the family group conference facilitator is satisfied that the child or young person can 

understand and take part in the conference-the child or young person; 

(c) each parent of the child or young person, unless the family group conference facilitator 

considers that it would not be in the best interests of the child or young person for the parent to 

attend; 

(d) each other person (if any) who has parental responsibility for the child or young person, 

unless the family group conference facilitator considers that it would not be in the best interests 

of the child or young person for the person to attend; 

 (e) any person with an interest in, or knowledge of, the care, wellbeing or development of the 

child or young person who the family group conference facilitator considers should attend the 

conference. 

If a child or young person invited to a family group conference does not take part in the 

conference, the family group conference facilitator must take all reasonable steps- 

(a) to find out the views and wishes of the child or young person; and 

(b) to make the views and wishes of the child or young person known to each other person taking 

part in the conference; and 

(c) to ensure that the views and wishes of the child or young person are considered in reaching 

any agreement at the conference.75 

N. Child Maintenance Service 

  If someone uses the Child Maintenance Service, they will work out the child 

maintenance amount based on the paying parent's circumstances. One can then either: 

• arrange payments with the other parent oneself (Direct Pay) 

• use the Child Maintenance Service to collect and pass on payments (Collect and Pay) - 

there are fees for this service76 

                                                           
75 Ibid, s. 83 
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 Both parents are given a choice. If either parent chooses Direct Pay, the payment method 

will be Direct Pay. If the paying parent misses or is late with payments, the Child Maintenance 

Service can change the payment method to Collect and Pay. The Child Maintenance Service can 

collect payments from the paying parent and pass them on to the receiving parent. They can take 

the payment directly from the paying parent's: 

• earnings (arranged with their employer) 

• bank account (by Direct Debit) 

• benefits or pension 

 There is no requirement to communicate with the other parent. Any unpaid child 

maintenance can be recovered through legal action by the Child Maintenance Service by 

applying for a court order (known as a responsibility order). Any costs associated with their 

actions may be passed along to the paying parent. They also owe child maintenance in addition 

to this. A "maintenance arrangement" is a contract that stipulates who will pay for a child's 

regular living expenses. This arrangement is referred to as a "family-based arrangement" and can 

be created by separated parents alone without any outside assistance. Parents must first get in 

touch with the Child Maintenance Options programme if they are separated and unable to agree 

on a family-based plan. This free service offers unbiased advice and assistance to separated 

parents as they decide on their child maintenance arrangements. The Options service will give 

parents a reference number and instructions on how to apply to the Child Maintenance Service 

(CMS) should they choose to do so.77 

  6. Institutions of youth justice system  

In the UK, there is a range of organisations and bodies in each local area which should work 

together to stop young people from offending. These include: 

• The police 

• Police and crime commissioners 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
76 See Government of UK Child Maintenance Service, available at Child Maintenance Service: Making and receiving 
payments - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) accessed on 25 March 2026 
77 Ibid  

https://www.gov.uk/child-maintenance-service/payments
https://www.gov.uk/child-maintenance-service/payments
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• Local authorities 

• NHS England health and justice teams 

• Youth offending teams 

• Local charities 

• Schools 

 Every local area needs to have a clear vision for reducing young crime and accomplishing 

its objectives. To enhance health outcomes for children who interact with the criminal justice 

system, you'll need to mix and put into practise a variety of interventions. Numerous 

preventative initiatives try to deter young people from committing crimes. They can include 

parents and families and are operated locally. These programmes are given to young people if: 

• they have been in trouble with the police 

• they're 'at risk' of committing a crime 

• they're involved in anti-social behaviour 

 Participation in any of these programmes is optional. Before anything begins, the young 

person and their parents or caretakers must be comfortable with it. The local youth offending 

team of the council or other nearby agencies like youth charities administer a number of 

programmes.78 

A. Youth offending teams 

  Youth offending teams are part of your local council and are separate from the police 

and the courts. They work with: 

• the police 

• probation officers 

• health, housing and children's services 

• schools and education authorities 

• charities and the local community 

                                                           
78 See Government of UK youth crime prevention, available at https://www.gov.uk/youth-crime-prevention-
programmes/what-these-programmes-are-and-how-they-work accessed on 29 March 2026  

https://www.gov.uk/youth-crime-prevention-programmes/what-these-programmes-are-and-how-they-work
https://www.gov.uk/youth-crime-prevention-programmes/what-these-programmes-are-and-how-they-work
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 Youth offending teams work with young people that get into trouble with the law. They 

look into the background of a young person and try to help them stay away from crime. They 

also: 

• run local crime prevention programmes 

• help young people at the police station if they're arrested 

• help young people and their families at court 

• supervise young people serving a community sentence 

• stay in touch with a young person if they're sentenced to custody 

 The youth offending team gets involved if a young person: 

• gets into trouble with the police or is arrested 

• is charged with a crime and has to go to court 

• is convicted of a crime and given a sentence 

 Usually, the police are the first people to contact the youth offending team. But family 

members and friends can also contact them if they're worried about a young person's behaviour.79 

B. Youth inclusion and support panels 

 These panels, which are composed of local social workers or youth workers, work with 8 

to 13-year-olds to ensure that they have access to community resources that will keep them out 

of trouble. These services may include receiving extra support at school or receiving care for 

physical or mental health issues. Both of these programmes make use of "intervention plan," on 

which the young person and their family must also agree. This plan outlines the young person's 

responsibilities and the support they will get. Programmes to prevent youth criminality may go 

by different names or accomplish different goals, but they all include measures to keep children 

out of trouble. Young people can also pick up new skills or seek guidance on their studies or 

careers. Some are designed for groups, while others are designed for just one young person under 

adult supervision. Although there are many more, "youth inclusion programmes" and "youth 

inclusion and support panels" are two of the most important prevention initiatives. 

                                                           
79 Ibid  
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C. Youth inclusion programmes 

 These are for children aged 8 to 17 and often last for predetermined periods of time, such 

as six months. A young person may stay longer if necessary when they find the activities 

beneficial. The English and Welsh guidance define "child protection" and "safeguarding," the 

new Scottish guidance defines "child protection," but not "safeguarding," and the Northern 

Ireland guidance does not define either term.80 Working Together (DCSF 2010) defines 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children as: 

• protecting children from maltreatment 

• preventing impairment of children's health and development 

• ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of 

safe and effective car 

• undertaking that role so as to enable those children to have optimum life chances and to 

enter adulthood successfully.81  

 

   7. Statutory foundations and policy framework 

 The Children Act only applied to England and Wales, but many of its provisions have 

been adopted elsewhere in the United Kingdom. The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 translated 

the Children Act into Scottish law, albeit with some changes, however it is crucial to note that 

the legal foundation for child care in Scotland differs greatly from that in England and Wales. 

The role of the hearings system is arguably the most significant distinction. This consists of 

panels of lay volunteers providing legal advice with a reporter. The reporter also serves as an 

initial assessor, determining whether additional action is required and whether the case should be 

submitted to the local authority for help or to the hearings for possible compulsory monitoring. 

Such monitoring can be based on a variety of factors, including delayed development or major 

injury, non-attendance at school, being out of control, in moral danger, substance misuse, or 

misbehaving. This strategy has survived in Scotland, albeit under growing pressure in recent 

                                                           
80 Ibid  
81 See Government of UK youth offending prevention services, available at https://www.local.gov.uk/case-
studies/youth-offending-service-prevention accessed on 2 April 2026 

https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/youth-offending-service-prevention
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/youth-offending-service-prevention
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years. The Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 is fairly similar in content to the Children 

Act 1989, but the backdrop for execution is significantly different. Since the introduction of 

direct rule in Northern Ireland in 1972, child care services have been provided by combined 

Health and Social Services Boards (now Trusts). Less political commitment to the welfare state 

has resulted in a higher reliance on the family and religious institutions. Importantly, given the 

history of sectarianism and war in Northern Ireland, child care is also impacted by the contested 

legitimacy of the state.82 

 The Children Act of 1989 establishes the legal basis for child protection in England. The 

paramount character of the child's wellbeing, as well as the expectations and responsibilities 

around duties of care to children, are key elements established by the Act. This is strengthened 

by the Children Act 2004, which encourages collaboration among agencies and increases 

accountability by requiring local governments to appoint children's services members who are 

ultimately accountable for service delivery, as well as requiring local governments and their 

partners to cooperate in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children and young people. 

The Children Act 2004 introduced: 

• A new duty on agencies to co-operate to improve the well-being of children and young 

people.83 

• A duty on key agencies working with children and young people to safeguard and 

promote their welfare84 through new statutory Local Safeguarding Children Boards 

(LSCBs).85 

• The power to establish a national database or index (subsequently called Contact point), 

via secondary legislation and guidance, that would contain basic information about all 

children and young people to help professionals work together.86 

                                                           
82 See Gabriela Ivan, “Child Protection in Canada and England: A Comparative Analysis” 14(2) Journal of Politics and 
Law 100-113 (2021) 
83 The United Kingdom Children Act, 2004, s. 10 
84 Ibid, s. 11 
85 Ibid, ss. 13-16 
86 Ibid, s. 12 
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• A requirement that all local authorities with children's services responsibilities appoint a 

Director of Children's Services and a Lead Council member responsible for, as a 

minimum, education and children's social service functions.87 

• The means by which local authorities, primary care trusts and others could pool budgets 

into a Children's Trust and share information to promote better joined up working.88 

• An integrated inspection framework to assess how well services worked together to 

improve outcomes for children.89 

• The requirement for local authorities to produce a Children and Young People's Plan.90 

• The creation of a Children's Commissioner.91 

 Under the Children Act 2004, every local authority in England is now required to appoint 

a Director of Children's Services and a Lead Member for Children's Services, as well as merge 

their education departments with the children's social care division of the former Social Services 

departments. The goal was for local governments to establish a Children's Trust that would bring 

together social services, education, health, and other children's services to promote integrated 

front-line practise. It was clear, however, that the type and pace of change would vary. 

 The Children Act of 2004 also mandated that every local authority in England establish 

Local Safeguarding Children's Boards (LSCB). Statutory LSCBS have broader obligations for 

child protection than their predecessors in non-statutory ACPCS, who had a more limited focus 

on child protection. They are critical procedures for determining how relevant organisations will 

collaborate to protect and promote the welfare of children, as well as for ensuring the 

effectiveness of what these organisations undertake. While they are responsible for coordinating 

and assuring the effectiveness of individuals' and organisations' work, they are not accountable 

for their operational work, with all board partners maintaining their traditional lines of 

accountability. Both of these acts are amended by the Children and Social Work Act 2017, 

which received Royal Assent on 27 April 2017. Key provisions include: 

                                                           
87 Ibid, ss. 18,19 
88 Ibid, s. 10 
89 Ibid, s. 20-25 
90 Ibid, s. 17. See also schedule 5 of the Children and Social Work Act, 2017 
91 Ibid, s. 1-9 
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• the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel was established to review and report on 

serious child protection cases that are complex or of national importance.92 

• the previous model of Local Safeguarding Children's Boards (LSCBS) has been replaced 

by local safeguarding partners who will publish reports on local safeguarding practice 

reviews.93 

• child death review partners are required to review each death of a child normally resident 

in their area and identify matters that are relevant to public health and safety and children 

locally.94 

• local authorities must appoint personal advisers for care leavers up to the age of 25.95 

•  Social Work England is created as a regulatory body for the social work profession in 

England.96 

•  Relationships education will be provided to primary school children and relationships 

and sex education will be provided (instead of sex education) in secondary schools.97 

 Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) is the Scottish Government's approach to 

making a positive difference for all children and young people in Scotland. 

• Its principles help shape all policy, practice and legislation that affects children and their 

families. 

• It provides a consistent way for people to support and work with all children and young 

people in Scotland. 

• It aims to improve outcomes for children and make sure that agencies work together to 

take action when a child is at risk or needs support.98 

 National guidance for child protection in Scotland is a non-statutory guidance 

provides current national framework for child protection. It was revised in 2021. It sets out the 

                                                           
92 The United Kingdom Children and Social Work Act, 2017, ss. 12-15 
93 Ibid, s. 17 
94 Ibid, s. 24 
95 Ibid, s. 3 
96 Ibid, s. 36 
97 Ibid, s. 34 
98 See https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.
uk/child-protection- accessed on 3 April 2026 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20thehttps://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
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responsibilities and expectations of everyone who works with children. This includes 

practitioners working in health, police, third sector, local authority or education settings. In 

Scotland, the definition of a child varies in different legal contexts, but statutory guidance which 

supports the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, includes all children and young 

people up to the age of 18.99 

 The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 establishes the legal basis for Scotland's child 

protection system. It addresses parental obligations and rights, as well as the duties and powers 

of local governments in supporting and promoting children's safety and welfare. The Children 

and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 changes the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 to protect 

children's rights. Children and young people (Scotland) Act 2014 and its statutory guidance on 

children's services planning is an updated statutory guidance provides for local authorities, health 

boards and other service providers advice and information on children's services planning. The 

guidance clarifies national requirements and expectations to support relevant service providers in 

planning services that improve outcomes for children and young people. The Children 

(Northern Ireland) Order 1995 establishes the legal basis for Northern Ireland's child 

protection system. This established parental obligations and rights, as well as the duties and 

abilities of governmental agencies to help children. The Safeguarding Board Act (Northern 

Ireland) 2011 established the regional Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland (SBNI). 

This also created five Safeguarding Panels to assist SBNIs with their work at the Health and 

Social Care Trust (HSCT) level.100  

      Conclusion   

 In general, the structure for parental liabilities and parental participation in juvenile 

justice system in the United Kingdom is straightforward. The prevalent idea is that children's 

upbringing is mostly the responsibility of their parents or guardians. In turn, the state plays three 

roles. For starters, it establishes the legal framework for parental rights and responsibilities. 

Second, it provides assistance to families in areas such as health care, education, housing, and 

monetary benefits, either uniformly or selectively, based on deprivation or special needs criteria. 

                                                           
99 See Anne Stafford, Nigel Partorn, et.al., Child Protection Systems in the United Kingdom: A Comparative Analysis 
85 (Jessica Kingsley Publishers, London, 2012) 
100 Ibid,  
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Third, the state has evolved powers and duties to intervene in families when there are concerns 

about child welfare.101  

 Each of the UK's four countries-England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales-has a 

child protection system and laws that are designed to shield children from abuse and neglect by 

their parents or other adults. Every country has a framework of laws, guidelines, and practises for 

identifying kids who are at danger of harm, acting to keep those kids safe, and stopping further 

abuse. The laws and policies governing social welfare, health care, and education are the sole 

responsibility of each UK nation. Most aspects of kid safety and protection are covered by this. 

Laws are passed to regulate behaviour that could endanger children or to compel action to 

safeguard them. What businesses should do to contribute to the safety of children is outlined in 

guidance. Although the child protection systems are different in each nation, they are all based 

on similar principles.102 

 In England, the Department for Education is in charge of protecting children. It outlines 

how the child protection system should operate in terms of policy, legislation, and statutory 

advice. At the local level, child protection policy, procedure, and guidance are the responsibility 

of local safeguarding partners. Three statutory safeguarding partners—the local authority, the 

integrated care board, and the police—lead the local safeguarding arrangements. In Northern 

Ireland, child protection is the responsibility of the Northern Ireland Executive through the 

Department of Health (DOH). They specify how the child protection system ought to operate 

through policy, legislation, and statutory guidance. The Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland 

(SBNI) coordinates efforts to safeguard and advance the welfare of children and assures their 

efficacy. The board is made up of delegates from the NSPCC, district councils, police, probation 

board, youth justice system, and health and social services. The SBNI is in charge of creating 

policies and processes to enhance how various agencies collaborate.103 

                                                           
101 Derek Kirton, Child Social work Policy and Practice 2 (University of Kent, Canterbury, UK, 2006) 
102 See child protection system in England, available at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-
system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in 
accessed on 23 March 2023  
103See  https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system accessed on 23 March 2023 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england#:~:text=Contact%20the%20NSPCC%20Helpline%20on,authority%20the%20child%20lives%20in
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system
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 The primary statutory guidance for anyone dealing with children in England was updated 

by the Department for Education and released in July 2018. It outlines how groups and 

individuals should collaborate as well as how practitioners should evaluate kids. The most recent 

advice updates the model that was released in 2015. This emphasises the significance of offering 

early assistance to advance children's welfare and states: everyone who works with children has a 

responsibility for keeping them safe; everyone who interacts with children and families has a role 

to play in sharing information and identifying concerns; local organisations and agencies should 

collaborate to identify children and families who would benefit from early assistance, conduct an 

assessment, and offer targeted early assistance.104 

 Unlike in Western countries, particularly the United Kingdom, parenting in India is more 

of a social issue than a legal one. There are no specific legal provisions or legislation that govern 

the child-parent relationship or outline parents' duties and responsibilities in particular. India 

lacks specific legislation addressing parents' responsibilities to their children. Terms like 

‘Responsible Parenting,’ ‘Parental Responsibility,’ and other similar terms are uncommon in 

legal documents. The Indian legal system has yet to adopt the Western approach of holding 

parents legally responsible for their children's well-being, their actions, deliquesces and active 

participation in the juvenile justice system.  

   

 

 

                                                           
104 See HM Government, “Working Together to Safeguard Children Statutory framework: legislation relevant to 
safeguard and promoting the welfare of children”  (July 2018) 


