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ABSTRACT 

This research paper scrutinizes the challenges faced by men in India, explores the systematic 

gaps that prevent equal rights and protection for men under the law. It inspects the issues such 

as False Rape and Dowry allegations put forth against men, the absence of gender-neutral laws 

in the Domestic Violence Act. It explores the Prejudices of Modern Feminism, which, while 

advocating gender equality, often overlooks issues of male victims. The paper also addresses 

the misuse of alimony and focuses attention on financial accountability across the genders, and 

critiques the role of media trials that often objectify individuals and influence public perception 

in a way that can harm one's reputation. By addressing Landmark Judgements, Societal 

Attitudes, and calling for the need for building up institutions, the study emphasizes the need 

for gender- neutral laws, balanced media, and bias-free legislation to ensure fair and effective 

justice and protection to all, regardless of gender. 
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INTRODUCTION 

For age, India had a patriarchal society for most of its parts, where women captured a 

subordinate place with some rights and freedom, which were reflected in the social norms and 

laws of the country. However, only the women's movements in India in the early era led to the 

formation of laws protecting women. Later in the 1990s, there was a total change in the role of 

women. But the law moved a step ahead to pass the gender specific law, clearing his intentions 

with "Protection of Men: -Not Mandatory Anymore". This era is also motivated to suffer a 

male from the protection of women by the Executive1 and the Judiciary2. Relying heavily on 

precedent from the Supreme Court judgment3, rejected Men’s Objection. This shows neglect 

of men from all three powers of the Indian Constitution. 

In the name of promoting Gender Equality, women are given priorities while men are losing 

the battles in each sphere, like the Protection from Domestic Violence Act,2005, the Anti-

Dowry legislation, etc., which manipulative women are now misusing, thus leaving men 

without any recourse in either law or society. This reflects a disregard for Men’s Rights. 

Now, to proceed with men's rights in India, there are many areas where women are resolved to 

protect themselves or to submit complaints against anyone who violates their rights, although 

men and women have the same basic rights that are limited to making rights, but when time 

comes to application or execution, women are given priority. Part III of the Indian Constitution 

enumerates fundamental rights. Article 14 indicates equality before the law (all individuals are 

equal in the eyes of the law) and equal protection of laws within the field of India (all 

individuals should be treated equally).4 Article 15 indicates that the state will not discriminate 

against any citizen based only on religion, race, caste, gender, place of birth, or any of them.5 

Article 21 claims that no person will be deprived of their life as per the procedure established 

by the law. 

This means that every person has the right to live, and their lives cannot be taken away 

according to the prescribed legal processes.6 Justice, freedom, equality, and dignity are four 

main elements guaranteed by the Indian Constitution, but it is unfortunate that even after 77 

                                                           
1 Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, No. 43 of 2005, India Code (2005). 
2 Modh. Zakir V. Shabana and ORS, 2017 SCC OnLine Del 11050 (India). 
3 V.D. Bhanot v. Savita Bhanot, (2012) 3 SCC 183 (India). 
4 India Const. art. 14. 
5 India Const. art. 15. 
6 India Const. art. 21. 
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years of our independence, men oftenget stuck in the name of women's welfare. Although all 

this article (14,15,21) generates visuals for gender neutrality, men in the real world are unheard 

of, which violates their rights there.7 

The women's movement has earlier mentioned that various forms of violence, such as incest, 

child rape, women feticide, honor killing, etc., were experienced. A series of laws were enacted 

during this period, and it was also amended, which aimed to protect women from heinous 

crimes or violence. During this period, the ongoing seminars, conferences, and spreading 

awareness among people led to a lot of changes in criminal laws to protect women from 

violence. Now, due to this congestion, it has caused an impact in the post-globalization era, 

where the situation has changed considerably, which means that men who are not even prepared 

for crime or violence are still painted with the same brush for the crimes committed by some 

people. However men’s rights movement came into existence, basically it evolved to fight 

against the excessive freedom given to women over men. 

In today’s era, people think that men are the only gender who prepare for crimes like 

harassment, rape, etc., but the reality is that men also have to face harassment. Many people 

think that those who are at the accuse end of female harassment, then how can they get 

harassed. So anyone can be a victim of sexual attack regardless of age, sexual orientation, or 

gender identity. The problem here is that we only hear about the incidents of harassment or 

rape, regarding women, which is why laws are specially made for women victims. 

 

Legal and Social Challenges Faced by Men 

Men encounter several legal and societal obstacles, which are frequently disregarded and 

misunderstood. This includes negotiating family law, addressing domestic violence and false 

accusations, overcoming prejudice, and feeling pressured to live up to social expectations. 

Despite being frequently discussed about women's rights, gender disparity present men with 

social and legal difficulties. These difficulties often stem from cultural norms, gender roles, 

educational inequalities, and other factors. The three main areas where males experience 

inequality are mental health, legal inequalities, and societal expectations. The following 

statutes in the present day imply gender bias against both men and women: 

                                                           
7 Ms. SonalChaujar and Ms. MadhuriBakshi, POSITION OF INDIA IN INDIAN LAWS: GENDER EQUALITY OR 
GENDER BIASNESS, Bharati L. Rev., Oct–Dec 2016, 191, at 195. 
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The Indian Penal Code's (IPC) Section 498A,8 which is intended to shield women from abuse 

and harassment by their husbands and in-laws in situations that could cause them to kill 

themselves or seriously harm their lives, limbs, or health, is frequently abused to harass 

husbands and their families. This misuse involves making false complaints for one's benefit 

and utilizing them as a means of retaliation, which causes mental misery, financial burden, and 

reputational harm. The Supreme Court dismissed criminal proceedings under Section 498 of 

the IPC and Sections 3 and 4 of the Dowry Prohibition Act,9 as suggested by the recent ruling 

in Dara Lakshmi Narayana V. State of Telangana, SCC OnLine SC 3682.10 concluding that the 

accusations failed to identify any specific acts of cruelty or dowry demands. In addition to 

finding that the High Court erred in refusing to quash the FIR under 482 of CrPC, the court 

stressed that such misuse of Section 498A to harass the husband and his family must be 

restrained. It also noted that Section 498 of the IPC was intended to curb cruelty inflicted on 

women by their husbands and their families, ensuring immediate state action. 

The crime of rape is defined in Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).11 It outlines 

the conditions under which having sex or performing a specific sexual act qualifies as rape. 

This part may be abused when males are falsely accused of rape, which harms their reputation 

and puts them through emotional and physical hardship. The Supreme Court ruled in 

BatlankiKeshav Kumar Anurag v. State of Telangana (2025)12 that just refusing to get married 

does not amount to rape, citing a blatant abuse of the legal system. The court underlined that 

the goal of the law is to safeguard women from danger; it cannot be used as a means of 

harassment. As a result, the criminal procedure and FIR were cancelled. 

A law in India called the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 

2005, was created to shield women from a variety of violent crimes, such as verbal and 

emotional abuse, physical assault, and sexual abuse. However, there are worries about abuse, 

such as fabricated or overstated instances that can damage men's reputations and undermine 

the legitimacy of the law, especially when fraudulent FIRs are filed for private benefits like 

alimony, large allowances, etc. 

                                                           
8 Indian Penal Code, 98A, No. 45 of 1860, India Code (1860). 
9 Dowry Prohibition Act, No.28 of 1961, 3-4, India Code (1961). 
10 Dara Lakshmi Narayana V. Sate of Telangana, 2023 SCC OnLine SC 3682 (India). 
11 Indian Penal Code, 375, No. 45 of 1860, India Code (1860). 
12 BatlankiKeshav Kumar Anurag V. State of Telangana, 2025 SCC OnLine SC   (India). 
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Section 2(a) of the PWDVA, 2005, for example, clearly restricts protection to women13 only 

and has no language for men, demonstrating gender prejudice against men. Now, for example, 

if a man experiences domestic abuse at the hands of his wife, he will not receive any relief 

under this act since, as stated explicitly in Section 2(a) of the PMDVA, 2005, treatment is only 

available to women. 

Women were historically the main victims of violence, but in the present day, social shifts have 

positioned women in many areas of life. But since gender-neutral laws do not provide 

protection, violence against men is frequently disregarded. Article 14's demand for gender 

equality is not an attempt to deny women their rights, but rather to guarantee justice and equity 

for all.14 Because of laws focusing on women, women in India have achieved great equality 

with men in a number of sectors since independence. However, it is against equality and 

constitutional rights to deny males the same protections. "Equal protection of the laws" for all 

Indian citizens is defined in Article 14.15 Equality is required by Article 15(1), which also 

forbids discrimination based on caste, religion, or gender.16 Special provisions for women and 

children are permitted under Article 15(3). In order to maintain constitutional equality for both 

sexes, Articles 14 and 15(1) must take precedence over Article 15(3). 

According to a study by the National Men's Commission in India, between April 2013 and 

July 2014, 2,753 rape complaints were filed; only 1,287 of these were determined to be factual, 

while the remaining 1,464 were determined to be false17. According to the Statistics Research 

Department's study released on January 2, 2024, over 122,000 males died by suicide in 2022, 

with the primary causes being abuse, violence, family problems, etc18. 

Compilation of Reports of False Rape and Dowry Cases: 

• Renu Sharma V. State of Haryana19 

• Gurugram False Rape Case 

• Manager kills self after a woman's accusation of sexual harassment 

                                                           
13 Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, No. 43 of 2005, 2(a), India Code (2005). 
14 India Const. art. 14. 
15 Id. 
16 India Const. art. 15 (1). 
17 Nat’IMens’sComm’n, India, Annual Report 2013-2014 (2014). 
18 Statistics Research Dep’t, Suicide Rates in India (2024). 
19 Renu Sharma V. State of Haryana, 2016 SCC OnLine P&H  (India). 
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• A girl from Jabalpur files six false rape cases against six men 

• Indore teen tries to fool police in a fake rape case 

• Harshvardhan Yadav V. State of Uttar Pradesh &Ors20 

• Rajinder Bhardwaj V. Mrs. Anita Sharma21 

• DalendraKannauje V. Smt. ReenaKannauje 

Should the Domestic Violence Act Be Gender-Neutral? 

Definition of Domestic Violence: Domestic violence is a pattern of derogatory behavior in 

any relationship that a partner uses to gain or maintain power over another intimate partner. 

Domestic violence may be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, psychological or technical 

actions or other patterns of tasks or other patterns of forced behavior that affect another person 

within an intimate partner relationship. It involves all the tasks that feel someone threatened, 

tremendous, humiliated, unhappy, terrorized, convicted, injured, or injured. The word 

"domestic relationship" describes the bond between two people who live in the same house or 

share a residence. Live-in partnership, marriage, adoption, blood relations, and family 

connections tie homes simultaneously. A complex problem that is dealt with by many people 

in India, due to domestic violence, causes anxiety, trauma, and physical and mental illness in 

its victims. The causes of domestic violence include historical, religious, cultural, and social 

influences. Inadequate knowledge and a controlled attitude towards each other in a relationship 

are also a major contributor contribution in domestic violence. Anyone can withstand it 

regardless of sexual orientation, gender, or age. Domestic violence can take different forms 

that have to deal with people in the community, and they are: 

• Physical Abuse: It is one of the most prominent types of domestic abuse. This causes 

the victim's body to maintain trauma and scars. Among the physical abuses, the person is 

suffering from striking, beating, punching, or even using weapons. Physical abuse sufferers 

usually experience long-term effects on their physical and psychological well-being. 

• Sexual Abuse: Domestic violence can take many forms, including sexual abuse. And 

it covers sexual harassment, rape, compulsion, and harassment in a marriage. In particular, 

                                                           
20 Harshvardhan Yadav V. State of U.P., 2021 SCC OnLine All  (India). 
21 Rajinder Bhardwaj V. Anita Sharma, 2010 SCC OnLine Del  (India). 
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matrimonial rape is a controversial subject because people rarely reveal it due to social taboos 

and vague legal provisions. 

• Verbal Abuse: Abuse that is oral or emotional is similar to physical abuse. 

Psychological welfare, self-values, confidence, and self-esteem of the victims are all influenced 

by perspective. These forms of misconduct were used to hurt and ruin another person through 

threatening, manipulation, gaslighting, danger, and bullying. Almost all in society, regardless 

of age, have experienced oral abuse, which is one of the sad facts about it. 

 

 

An analysis of gendered domestic violence laws from the past: 

Historically, societal norms and conditions have led to the creation of gender-biased laws. 

India, despite its rich cultural heritage, has been deeply entrenched in a strong patriarchal 

system22. This societal structure fostered numerous social evils against women, including 

female infanticide, dowry, honor killings, and sati, which were ruthlessly perpetrated23. 24These 

practices laid the foundation for gender-based violence, exclusively targeting women. While 

gender-biased laws were initially enacted to combat such crimes, their application and 

relevance have evolved. Ironically, current legislation often displays a reverse bias, particularly 

against men25. 26For instance, Section 63 of the BNS exclusively recognizes women as rape 

victims, effectively denying male victims’ legal recourse27. Similarly, the 2013 Workplace 

Sexual Harassment of Women Act is a gender-biased statute, solely addressing offenses and 

discrimination against women, with no comparable provisions for men28. It is crucial to 

acknowledge that anyone, regardless of gender, can be both a victim and an offender. The 

Dowry Prohibition Act, along with Sections 85 and 86 of the BNS 2023, stands out as one 

of the most frequently abused statutes. These provisions have been misused for years through 

                                                           
22 Ministry of Women & Child Dec., Gov’t of India, Report on Violence Against Women 5-7 (2018). 
23 Flavia Agnes, Law, Justice and Gender: Family Law and Constitutional Provisions in India, in Oxford 
Handbook of the Indian Constitution 502 (SujitChoudahry et al. eds., 2016). 
24 Save Indian Family Foundation, White Paper on Misuse of Gender Laws in India (2020). 
25 AmitaDhanda, Of Women, Caste, and Reform: The Law and the ‘Reverse Discrimination’ Debate in India, 
33(2) Indian J. Gender Stud. 145 (2019). 
26 Id. 
27 Bharatitya Nyaya Sanhita, No.45 of 2023, 63, Acts of Parliament, 2023 (India). 
28 Int’l Labour Org., Violence and Harassment in the World of Work: A Gender-Neutral Approach 14–15 (2019). 
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false allegations, often driven by personal gain, retaliation, or greed29. While the Supreme 

Court noted the 1961 Dowry Prohibition Act's original intent was to protect women from 

harmful dowry customs, it has unfortunately been weaponized against innocent individuals and 

their families. The Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar case (2014),30 notably highlighted the 

misuse of BNS provision 85. More recently, the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 

Act, 2005 (PWDVA), has been a subject of debate. The Supreme Court's ruling in 

KusumNarottamdasHarsaro V. Mrs. Hiral P. Harsaro (2016)31 removed "Adult Male" 

from Section 2(q) of the Act, deeming it unconstitutional as it violated Article 14. This 

broadened the scope of respondents to include women and minors, alongside men. However, 

this expansion creates an imbalance: while anyone can now be accused, men still lack legal 

recourse for protection under the Act. This selective application of equality – for establishing 

liability but not for providing protection – is highly problematic. The central question emerging 

from these issues is whether domestic violence laws should adopt a gender-neutral approach32. 

These ongoing discussions are fundamentally about fairness, justice, and modernizing legal 

frameworks to reflect contemporary social realities. While the PWDVA, 2005, undoubtedly 

played a crucial role in protecting women, there is a compelling argument to expand such laws 

to cover 

all individuals, irrespective of gender33. International examples from the UK, US, Canada, and 

Australia demonstrate that gender-neutral laws can be highly effective, provided they continue 

to prioritize the most vulnerable and acknowledge that domestic violence can affect anyone.34 

True reform requires giving both men and women equal rights to seek justice, moving beyond 

a sole focus on women in legal reforms. This can only be achieved by dismantling gender 

stereotypes, transforming societal attitudes, and strengthening legal institutions.35 

                                                           
29 Nat’l Crime Recs. Bureau, Crime in India: 2022 Statistics, Vol. 3, at 158–59 (Ministry of Home Affs, Gov’t of 
India). 
30 Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar, (2014) 8 SCC 273 (India). 
31 KusumNarottamdasHarsora v. Mrs. Hiral P. Harsora, (2016) 10 SCC 165 (India). 
32 Id. 
33 Id. 
34 See, e.g., Domestic Abuse Act 2021, c. 17 (UK); Violence Against Women Act, 34 U.S.C. §§ 12291–14055 
(U.S.); Criminal Code, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-46 (Can..); Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) (Austl.). 
35 AmitaDhanda, Of Woman, Caste, and Reform: The Law and the ‘Reverse Discrimination’ Debate in India, 
33(2) Indian J. Gender Stud. 145 (2019). 
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If crime is not gender-specific, why do laws favor women over men? Both men and women 

commit similar crimes, yet men are often assumed to be guilty. The following laws prioritize 

women:36 

Laws that prioritize women are: 

• Section 80 of BNS (Dowry death), which defines unnatural death of women within 7 

years of marriage. Women have been subjected to cruelty and harassment by their husbands or 

their in-laws due to dowry-related harassment. This depicts no remedy for the victim men 

under this section.37 

• Section 85 of BNS (Cruelty), which defines cruelty towards women by Husband or 

relatives of the husband, including harassment in connection with dowry demands. This 

depicts no remedy for the victim men under this section38. 

• Section 63 of BNS (Rape), which defines a narrow, non-gender-neutral definition, 

applies only to women. In this provision, it has been assumed that rape is always done by a 

man, and therefore, this section does not talk about male rape victims. Thus, shows neglect of 

men from this section too39. 

• Section 74 of BNS (Assault or use of criminal force to women with intent to outrage 

her modesty), aims to protect only women from the acts that outrage their modesty, leaving 

men without any similar remedy40. 

Therefore, Sections 80, 85, 63, and 74 of BNS provide no legal remedy for men in such cases, 

so gender neutrality is a must41. 

 

Modern Day Feminism: For Equality or Anti-Men? 

What is Modern Feminism? To begin, feminism is the belief in the equality of women and 

men in society, the economy, and politics42. While feminism primarily emerged in the West, it 

is now a global movement represented by various organizations committed to advocating for 

                                                           
36 Save Indian Family Foundation, White Paper on Misuse of Gender Laws in India (2020). 
37 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, No. 45 of 2023, 80, Acts of Parliament, 2023 (India). 
38 Id. 85. 
39 Id. 63. 
40 Id. 74. 
41 INDIA CONST. art.14.  
42 bell hooks, Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center 23 (2d ed. 2000). 
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women's rights and interests43. Modern feminism builds upon the foundations laid by earlier 

waves, emphasizing concepts such as intersectionality, online activism, and the reexamination 

of traditional gender roles in a rapidly evolving society, all while striving for gender equality44. 

Earlier forms of feminism focused on specific goals like securing voting rights and addressing 

gender discrimination across different sectors. This earlier activism is often associated with the 

suffrage movement and the fight for legal rights (first wave) as well as the expansion of 

women's societal roles (second wave)45. 

Though feminism is meant to be the equality of the sexes, around the same time, modern 

feminism tries to push men away from the movement46. There is a prevailing theme in this idea 

that because men are men, they cannot speak about feminist concepts47. Third-wave feminism 

came up with the phrase “Kill All Men.” And that “All of women’s problems come from men, 

so we should just kill them off.”48 But the fact is, it will never be possible for feminism to 

succeed by advocating that men should die. 

Problems with Modern Feminism are as follows: 

• Gender Wars: As we have already discussed above, the third wave of feminism gave 

rise to statements like kill all men. Men and women are unable to live apart as humans. We are 

turning away men, although we need their support to eradicate all sex-based discrimination. 

Third-wave feminism has produced a severe misunderstanding of what feminism was meant to 

be49. 

• The disregard for male issues: It has been mistakenly believed that feminism is only 

about women's issues. In reality, men too face discrimination, and it should protect the rights 

of everyone regardless of gender50. 

                                                           
43 Karen Offen, European Feminisms, 1700–1950: A Political History 16–18 (2000). 
44 Kimberlé Crenshaw, Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women 
of Color, 43 Stan. L. Rev. 1241, 1244–45 (1991). 
45 Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle: The Woman’s Rights Movement in the United States 52–54 (1959). 
46 Christina Hoff Sommers, Who Stole Feminism? How Women Have Betrayed Women 102–04 (1994). 
47 Id. 
48 Jessica Valenti, Full Frontal Feminism 145 (2007). 
49 Sommers, supra note 5, at 106. 
50 Warren Farrell, The Myth of Male Power 33–36 (1993). 
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• The accent on Victimization: Feminists are criticized for encouraging the view that 

men should always be portrayed as a threat to women while promoting themselves as victim, 

which creates the feeling of helplessness for men51. 

 

Anti-Men or Equality? Men today navigate a challenging and perilous landscape where they 

can be presumed guilty without proper legal proceedings, largely due to the influence of 

extremist feminism in India52. False accusations and gender-biased legislation significantly 

impact a man's mental well-being, career, social status, and personal relationships, in addition 

to legal repercussions53. The burden of being wrongfully accused takes a profound 

psychological toll. Many men suffer from PTSD, anxiety, and depression, yet societal support 

is often lacking54. False allegations lead to parental alienation, strained relationships, and 

irreparable damage to family bonds, resulting in the fracturing of families55. In some tragic 

instances, overwhelming despair can drive innocent men to suicide, leaving deep and lasting 

scars56. Legal cases that exemplify the bias against men include TarunTejpal v. State of Goa 

(2021): After enduring years of legal battles, the former journalist was acquitted of rape 

charges, illustrating how mere allegations can tarnish an individual's reputation57. Another case 

is AnkushMarutiShinde v. State of Maharashtra (2019): This case demonstrates the severe 

injustices that arise from flawed judicial systems, as a group of men spent 16 years in prison 

due to a false gang rape conviction58. Such instances highlight the anti-men bias rather than 

promoting equality. To ensure justice and fairness, reforms in the judicial system are 

necessary59. 

In my opinion, laws should be designed to be gender neutral to safeguard the vulnerable, 

irrespective of their gender60. It is high time we acknowledge the suffering of innocent men 

and ensure that their voices are heard61. To establish a system in which everyone, regardless of 

being male or female, is treated equitably, with respect and justice, society must move beyond 

                                                           
51 Id. At 44-45. 
52 Save Indian Family Foundation, White Paper on Misuse of Gender Laws in India (2020). 
53 Id.  
54 Id. 
55 Id. 
56 Id.  
57 TarunTejpal v. State of Goa, 2021 SCC OnLineBom 312 (India). 
58 AnkushMarutiShinde v. State of Maharashtra, (2019) 15 SCC 470 (India). 
59 Law Commission of India, Reforms in Criminal Law Report No. 273 (2018). 
60 Id. 
61 Id. 
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biased narratives62. Justice should be based solely on truth, without consideration of gender63. 

If we genuinely believe in equality, we must oppose all forms of oppression, whether faced by 

men or women64. Only then can we build a society that is just, fair, and truly progressive. The 

time for change is now65. If you believe that justice must be upheld, raise your voice. Demand 

equity66. The future of countless innocent lives relies on it. 

 

Should alimony be Gender Neutral in Reality? 

What is Alimony? Section 24 in the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, addresses Maintenance 

pendente lite and expenses of proceedings67. It allows either spouse to ask the court for financial 

support during ongoing matrimonial proceedings. In the event of an interfaith marriage, Section 

37 of the Special Marriage Act of 1954 establishes perpetual alimony68. The Indian Divorce 

Act of 1869, which governs separation between Christian spouses, also has the same wording 

as the Special Marriage Act of 195469. 

 

Safety Nets of Women: - Alimony 

Alimony legal guidelines had been criticized for being misused by way of financially 

independent women who can earn and demand a significant amount from men. Such instances 

display how the law, intended to offer justice, can be misused against men. By mandating the 

need to offer alimony without proper cause, the law creates an unfair state of affairs wherein 

men are held chargeable for women's monetary stability while women face no accountability. 

In recent years, there were some instances in which husbands declared protection. Marking a 

shift closer to gender equality. but such instances continue to be uncommon, and most of the 

judgments favor girls without thinking about men’s financial balance. The allegation of misuse 

of alimony laws revolves around people filing exaggerated or fabricated claims to at ease 

economic benefits. consequently, it's miles referred to as prison extortion. The question that is 

frequently posed about this idea is: why is preferential treatment for ladies important, for the 

                                                           
62 Id. 
63 Id. 
64 Id. 
65 Id. 
66 Id. 
67 Id. 
68 Hindu Marriage Act, No. 25 of 1955, 24 (India). 
69 Special Marriage Act, No. 43 of 1954, 37 (India). 
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reason that ladies and men were allowed identical rights? Why ladies receive alimony extra 

regularly than guys is the main factor of contention in opposition to those guidelines. A deeper 

examination of Indian societal systems is vital for this. Marriage regularly adjusts a girl's 

relationship with her mother and father's residence in India, making her a stranger. It required 

judicial movement, which includes the ruling made by way of the Madras excessive Court, 

which made clear a daughter's proper to live at her birthplace. 

It required a high court docket order to assert an offspring's fundamental rights simply because 

the daughter was married. Cultural conventions nonetheless guide inequality today, with dad 

and mom often seeing their daughters' education as a means to enhance their chances of getting 

married in place than training them for fulfilling careers and economic protection. Researchers 

have recorded this attitude, and their findings suggest that women's growing educational 

attainment is usually motivated by means of the desire to locate better partners in the marriage 

marketplace rather than to enhance employment possibilities. 

Does the existing legal framework support equality in terms of alimony? Everlasting 

alimony and renovation are administered under Hindu private law through section 25 of the 

Hindu Marriage Act. One exquisite feature of this clause is its gender-neutral phraseology, 

which allows both partners to request alimony based on their disability. The essential cause of 

alimony, that is to make sure that neither spouse suffers at the expense of divorce, is consistent 

with this clause. but besides Hindu private regulations, none of the other personal and criminal 

systems now in the region specifically cope with the problem of monetary stability in a gender- 

impartial way. In section 37 of the Special Marriage Act of 1954, as an example, which 

establishes permanent alimony in cases of interfaith marriages, the husband is expressly 

required to provide renovation to the wife, but the spouse isn't always required to do the same. 

The Indian Divorce Act of 1869, which governs separation between Christian spouses, 

additionally takes a ladies-centric method with the aid through the use of the equal wording as 

the Special Marriage Act of 1954. The handiest circumstance in which the regulation has 

predicted a scenario wherein the husband is not able to provide for his wife is when the courts 

have the authority to quickly stop aid. So, it without a doubt shows there is no equality method 

within the legal framework for alimony; laws best supply a choice to ladies in terms of alimony 

in reality70. 

                                                           
70 Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, 25; Special Marriage Act, 1954, 37; Indian Divorce Act, 1869. 
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Media’s Role in Shaping Public Perception 

Meaning of Media Trial: The phenomenon called "media trials" occurs when news 

companies, television networks, and social media structures drastically record all relevant legal 

data in a manner that shapes public belief of someone's guilt or perspective, both before and 

after a court decision, this can regularly result in an excessive impact on the equity of prison 

proceedings. 

What is the role of the Media Trial in India? In a cutting-edge society, public perspectives 

are largely motivated by means of what individuals watch or pay attention to or what the media 

suggests to them. The media performs a vital role in shaping these perspectives. In a country 

like India, where character is often paperwork private decisions, media trials contribute to it. 

Simply on a prima facie basis, Media trials often create an image of the accused as a guilty 

character, even before any proper research. This approach directly violates an individual's 

proper to privacy and a truthful right to advantage justice. As a result, society starts by evolving, 

criticizing the accused and their circle of relatives primarily based on mere allegations; such a 

remedy not only handiest emotional misery to the accused but also creates an environment of 

intellectual misery and harassment. consequently, it also contributes to psychological pressure 

on the accused and their own family, in particular, while the accused isn't guilty, in fact, 

innocent. The precept that forms the foundation of the Indian justice machine is “innocent until 

proven guilty71.” 

Effects of Media Trials: Trials within the media can disturb humans' tranquility and violate 

their privacy. It becomes tough for an accused person to function in society and carry on with 

their dayto-day activities. it could even result in the individual dropping their activity, even 

supposing they are harmless. recognition: Within the absence of a definitive verdict, the 

accused's reputation is ruined during media trials. now and then, even the sufferer's personal 

information is made public through newspapers and TV. For instance, the minor sufferer's 

identity changed into found out in the Kathua Gang Rape case. Following the Prevention of 

Children from Sexual Offenses Act of 2012, the courtroom prohibited the media. The sufferer's 

life can be negatively impacted by way of this. Intellectual discomfort: victims and their 

households may additionally experience elevated mental suffering due to the ongoing felony 

                                                           
71 Constitution of India, Art. 21; Prevention of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. 
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proceedings and the non-stop media coverage of the same problem. Such an environment's 

formation may result in horrific events. The media will become avaricious in their preference 

to increase views or TRPs and lose sight of the man or woman. Breach of privacy: The media 

seems to be unaware that the right to privacy is a primary right guaranteed with the aid of 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. 

How do Media trials affect men in India? men's rights in India are critically threatened via 

media trials, wherein accused people are portrayed as responsible on TV, in print, and on social 

media before a court decision is rendered. lengthy before a courtroom finds a person 

responsible, dramatic reporting frequently ruins their photo, career, and private lives because 

men make up the sizable majority of those accused in conditions of rape, sexual harassment, 

and domestic abuse. the person's call, image, and private facts are publicly disseminated as 

quickly as an accusation is made, with headlines suggesting that he's unquestionably guilty. 

Below Article 21 of the Indian charter, the presumption of innocence is essentially reversed 

with the aid of this public branding, which substitutes a presumption of guilt. whilst judicial 

proceedings can last a few years, throughout which the accused studies emotional trauma, 

monetary battle, and social exclusion, social judgment comes speedy. This pattern is validated 

by means of a number of actual-world examples. no matter being discovered not responsible 

in 2019, Sarvjeet Singh lost his activity and reputation completely in the 2015 Jasleen Kaur 

case after being known as a "Delhi ka predator" with the aid of the countrywide media 

following an extensively shared Facebook post accusing him of harassment (Delhi District 

court Judgment). The men have been immediately categorized as molesters when a video of 

two girls hitting 3 men in a bus went viral in the Rohtak Sisters incident in 2014. Later proof 

refuted the allegations, and they were found not responsible in 2017, but the stigma remained 

(Punjab & Haryana high court docket). Even more terrible is the case of Vishnu Tiwari, who 

was wrongfully accused of rape in 2000 over a land dispute and was imprisoned for twenty 

years until being exonerated using the Allahabad High Court in 2021. by using that time, his 

mother and father had passed away, his property had been taken away, and he had been left 

penniless (Allahabad High Court Jurisdiction). just like this, Sandeep Dahiya in Delhi battled 

a six-12 months molestation trial that was fueled with the aid of media attention; he become in 

the end acquitted and referred to as the joy "years stolen from my life" (Delhi District Courts). 

The Bombay high court cleared two men accused of the 2006 Mumbai train explosions in 2025 

after 19 years in prison, but they nonetheless face suspicion due to public belief stimulated by 

early information reviews. that is just one example of the way media trials have destroyed 
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innocent guys, even in instances related to terrorism (Bombay High Court). those times display 

not unusual results: deterioration of truthful-trial rights, loss of livelihood, excessive 

psychological scarring, and reputational damage. even though media trials are regularly 

defended as being within the public interest, they grow to be contraptions of injustice when 

they unfairly demonize accused men too soon. Stronger media accountability and prison 

treatment towards reputational damages are urgently needed, as felony acquittal for people later 

discovered to be innocent affords little respite from the social damage caused72. 

 

Conclusion 

The issues discussed above highlight a clear distinction between legal and social frameworks 

concerning men's rights. Men are often left without any remedies or protection. From False 

rape and dowry allegations to the absence of gender-neutral provisions in domestic violence 

laws and certain sections of the BNS, men are considered criminals even without any evidence 

against them. 

Modern Feminism has become toxic and often overlooks male victims. Although Modern 

Feminism advocates for the principle of equality, in reality, it has failed to provide gender-

neutral laws and to uphold the set standards in practice. In matters like alimony, accountability, 

and financial independence must be encouraged to prevent misuse. But Acts like the Special 

Marriage Act, 1954, and the Indian Divorce Act, 1869, take a women-centric approach by 

establishing permanent alimony in cases of interfaith marriage, wherein the husband is 

expressly required to provide maintenance to the wife, whereas the wife is not required to do 

the same. The role of the Media further compounds the harm by damaging the reputations of 

the accused before due process or investigation is completed. 

A just and equitable legal system must recognize that victimhood is not defined by gender. 

Genderneutral laws, balanced media trials, etc, are essential to protect all individuals equally. 

Only by addressing these systematic gaps and treating everyone equally without any bias can 

we move towards a justice system that truly embodies the constitutional values of equality, 

fairness, and dignity for every citizen. 

                                                           
72 Delhi District Court, Jasleen Kaur Case, 2015; Punjab & Haryana High Court, Rohtak Sisters Case, 2014–2017; 
Allahabad High Court, Vishnu Tiwari Case, 2021; Bombay High Court, Mumbai Train Explosions Case, 2025. 


