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CURRENT GEO-POLITICS AND ITS IMPACT ON INDIA

*SMRUTI BEOHAR

In an increasingly interconnected world, geo-political developments play a crucial role in shaping
the destiny of nations. India, as a rising global power, finds itself at the epicenter of many of these
geopolitical shifts. Whether it is the evolving power struggle between the United States and China,
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict, the rise of regional alliances, or economic policies shaped by
global events, India must navigate a complex landscape to safeguard its national interests.

India and the Global Power Shifts

The global order is experiencing significant transformations. The traditional Western hegemony
led by the United States and its allies is being challenged by the rise of China, a resurgent Russia,
and regional players like Turkey and Iran. India, as the world's fifth-largest economy and an
emerging global leader, is playing a balancing act between these power blocs.

1. India’s Relationship with the United States
o Strengthening Indo-US ties through strategic partnerships such as QUAD
(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) and 12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA) alliance.
o The US sees India as a counterbalance to China’s growing influence in the Indo-
Pacific.
o Increased defense cooperation, particularly with the purchase of advanced military
hardware and joint military exercises like Malabar.
o Challenges: Trade tensions, visa restrictions on skilled workers, and divergent
stances on global issues such as Russia-Ukraine conflict.
2. China Factor: Competition and Conflict
o India’s border tensions with China, particularly in Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh,
continue to pose security threats.
o China’s expansionist policies, including the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), have
created strategic challenges for India.
o [Economic competition in sectors such as technology, infrastructure, and
manufacturing.
o India’s efforts to counter Chinese influence through initiatives like ‘Make in India’
and investments in Africa and Southeast Asia.
3. Russia-Ukraine War and India’s Diplomatic Stand
o India has maintained a neutral stance, balancing its historical ties with Russia and
its growing engagement with the West.
o Continued imports of Russian oil and defense equipment despite Western
sanctions.
o The conflict has led to economic challenges, particularly in energy prices and
inflation.

India and Regional Alliances
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1. SAARC and South Asian Diplomacy
o Pakistan’s reluctance to engage has weakened SAARC’s effectiveness.
o India has focused on strengthening ties with Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka
through trade, infrastructure, and defense cooperation.
2. Indo-Pacific Strategy and QUAD
o Collaboration with the US, Japan, and Australia to counter Chinese dominance in
the region.
o Increased naval presence and joint military exercises in the Indian Ocean.
o Trade and technology partnerships within QUAD to secure supply chains.
3. India and West Asia
o Strengthening ties with Gulf nations for energy security, investment, and labor
migration.
Deepening defense and strategic cooperation with Israel.
Balancing relations with Iran and the US amidst sanctions and Middle Eastern
tensions.

Economic Implications of Global Geo-Politics

1. Supply Chain Disruptions and India’s Response
o The COVID-19 pandemic and Russia-Ukraine conflict disrupted global supply
chains.
o India is pushing for self-reliance through ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ to reduce
dependence on imports.
o Semiconductor and defense manufacturing policies to counter supply shocks.
2. Impact of Sanctions and Global Economic Slowdown
o Western sanctions on Russia have forced India to navigate complex trade
mechanisms.
Inflation and commodity price fluctuations affecting India’s economy.
Focus on free trade agreements (FTAs) with the EU, UK, and ASEAN to diversify
economic engagements.

Military and Security Considerations

1. Defense Modernization and Strategic Partnerships
o Increasing defense spending to modernize the military.
o Strengthening indigenous defense production with initiatives like DRDO’s missile
programs and HAL’s fighter jets.
o Expanding partnerships with France, Israel, and Russia for advanced military
technologies.
2. Cybersecurity and Digital Warfare
o Rising cyber threats from China and Pakistan targeting India’s critical
infrastructure.
o Strengthening cybersecurity through collaborations with global tech firms and
intelligence-sharing alliances.
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India’s role in global geopolitics is evolving rapidly. As it strives to become a global leader,
balancing strategic partnerships while maintaining sovereignty is a crucial challenge. With the
right diplomatic maneuvers, economic policies, and security strategies, India can leverage its
geopolitical position to emerge stronger on the global stage. The coming years will be pivotal in
defining India’s trajectory in an unpredictable world order.
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